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The diftinguifoed fizure which Dr. 
Watfon, now bijoop of Landaff, 
makes in the literary world, it is 
hoped will juflify the Printers in 
copying the following refieétions on 
Free Thinking, @ work ately 
publifoed by hrs Lordjbip, prefat- 
ory to a much approved collestion 
of Theological Traés. 


T is awonderful thing that a 
being fuch as man, piaced on 
a little globe of earth, in a little 
corner of the univerfe; cut off from 
all communication with the other 
fyftems which are difperied through 
the immenfity of {pace ;. imprifon- 
ed, as it were, on the fpot where 
he happens to be born; almoft ut- 
terly ignorant of the variety of f{pi- 
ritual exiftencic s; and circumf{eri- 
bed in his knowledge of material 
things, by their remotenefs, mag- 
nitude, or minutenefs; a ftranger 
to the very nature of the pebbles 
on which he treads; unacquainted, 
or but very obfcurely informed by 
his natural faculties, of his condi- 
tion after death; it is wonderful 
that a being fuch as this, fhould 
reluctantly receive or faftidioully 
reject the inftruction of the Eternal 
GOD eee if this be faying too 
much, that he fhould haflily, and 
negligently, and triumphantly con- 
clude, that the Supreme Being had 
never condefcended to inftruét the 
race of man. It might properly 
have been expeted that a rational 
being, fo circumftanced, would 
have. feduloufly enquired into a 
fubject of fech vaft importance ;— 
that he woule not have fuflered 

















himfelf to be diverted from the in- 
vefligation by the purfuits of wealth 
or honor, or any temporal concern ; 
much lefs by notions taken up with- 
Out attention, arguments admitted 
without examination, or prejudices 
imbibed in early youth, from the 
profane ridicule or impious jeftings 
of fenfual andimmoral men. It is 
from the influence of fuch prejudi- 
ces that I would guard the nifing 
part of the generation committed 
to our care, ty recommending a fe- 
rious perufal of the tracts which are 
here prefented to them. Let them 
not refufe to follow this advice be- 
caufe it is given by a churchman. 
He can have no poffible intereft in 
giving it,.except what may refult 
trom the confcioufnefs of endeay- 
ovring to difcharge his duty, and 
the hope of being ferviceable to 
tiem in this world and the next.— 
They need not queftion his veraci- 
ty, when he fpeaks of religion as 
being ferviceable to them in this 
world ; for itis a trite objection, 
and erounded upon a mifapprehen- 
fion of the defign of Chritlianity, 
which would reprefent it an intole- 
rable yoke, fo oppofite to the pro- 
penfiries, as to be utterly deftruct- 
ive of the felicity. of the human 
mind. It is, in truth, quite the re- 
verfe. There is not a fingle precept 
in the Gofpel, without: excepting 
‘either that which ordains the for- 
givenefs of injuries, or that which 
commands every: one «© to poflefs 
his veffel in fanétification and hon- 
or,”’ which is not calculated to pro- 
mote our happinefs. Chriftianiry 
regulates, but does not extinguilh 
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our affections ; and in the regula- 
tion of our affections confifts our 
happinefs as reafonable beings. If 
there ts one condition in this life 
happier than another, itis, furely, 
that of him, who founds all his 
hopes of futurity on the promifes 
of the Gofpel ; who carefully end- 
eavours to conform his aétions to 
its precepts ;—looking upon the 
great God Almighty as his Prote¢ct- 
or -here, his Rewarder hereafter, 
aid his everlafting Preferver. This 
is a frame of mind fo perfective*of 
our nature, that if Chriftianity, 
from a belief of which only it ean 


be derived, were as certainly falfe. 


as it is certainly true, one could 


not help wifhing that it were univ-" 


erfally received in the world. Un- 
believers attempt to make profe- 
lytes to infidelity by preffing on the 
minds of the unlearned in Scripture 
knowledge, the authorities of Bo- 
lingbroke, Voltaire, Helvetius, 
and other Deiftical writers. It is 


proper that young men fhould be: 
furnifhed with a ready anfwer to ar-’ 


cuments in favour of infidelity, 
which are taken from the high Hie 
erary character of thofe who profefs 

it; let them remember then that 
Bacon, Boyle, Newton, Grotius, 
Locke, Fuler,——that Addifon, 
Hartley, Haller, Weft, Jenyns— 


that Lords Nottingham, King,) 


Barrington, Lyttleton, with an 
hundred other daymen, who were, 


furely, as eminent for their literary: 


attainments in every kind of fcience 
as either Bolingbroke or Voitaire, 
were profeffed believers of Chrifti- 
anity. Iam quite aware that the 

























































- ~ os - . - — - 
= oe t : . : or = zs —— 
“ asinaaiah this ies : r amet 3 ta ’ T Sn a 52 aca a 
.: Oh ose Bh pooh meaty rik +} 4 » Ree A GOT YE by Ear ze fF er Ort) Sera 
; es e a2 OE i 7 A ~ on ae 2 : me 
7S am , in < r ® i t oe ae os A a, 
\ yh . “ t 
‘ ' hi oop ley: a 3 5 é : ; | , 
Baa (ed s3 Cte hepemp 4 wih , he Fe wee Oa : mie ‘ ig it Lact a die . 
ant ; - ' : <kieS i, * “s 
i* Ih : 
; ; J - Prt eke : i : 
; i : : . : fae ath. oe J it 
it ; pide d r 38 ‘ : DS dee aes : { 
LL AS LLL GLEE! LG AG CTT CCA eet wees on . __— oo - 


t 





ae 
Fe 
i.e tiak| 
: oe rae 
.; Sate 
a oe 
% 
a {? 
re 
= % 
: Tie 
1-3 “a 
et apg 
ae BA 
7 os é 
ee ee ‘7 
; ‘ ; 
me a - 
ibe : ¥ ‘ 
204s Lod 
‘tis 
eae * 
ef tay ef 
ie yy 
J Soe 
5 eee ee z 
Dae 
: 3 yg s 
TS 
is ' 
. 


an 


? sesiee 
3 
rie”) : 
a 


cli 
ete 
‘pete Alle SRP 


- 


to youn 


be * 


154 


truth of Chriftianity cannot be eft- 
ablifhed by authorities; but neither 
can its falfehood be fo eftablifhed. 
Arguments-ad verecundiaim have lit- 
tle weight with thofe who know 
how toufe any other, but they have 
weight with the lazy and the ignos 
rant on both fides of “the queftion. 
But though I have here fuggelted 
emen a ready ~anfwer to 
fuch of their profligate acquaint- 
ance as may wifh to work upon their 
prejudices even in favour of infidel- 
ity, vet I hope they will, not content 
themfelves with being prejudiced, 
even in favour of Chriftianity.— 
They may wonder, perhaps, if re- 
ligion be fo wfeful a thing as it is 
here reprefented, that their parents 
fhould teldom or never have conver- 
fed with them on the fubje@. If 
this fhould be the faét, I can only 
fay, thar it is a neglect of all others 
the moft to be regretted. And in- 
deed, our mode of education, as to 
religious knowledge, is very def- 
eftive. The child is inftructed in 
its catechifm. before it is able to 
comprehend its meaning ; and that 
is uluvally all the domeftic inftruct- 
jon which it ever receives.—But 

yhatever be the negligence of par- 
entsinteac hine their chil dren Chrif- 
tianity, or how forcibly foever the 
maxims and cuftoms of the world 
may confpire in confirming men in 
infidelity, it is the duty ‘of thofe 
to whom che education 1s entrufted 
not to defpair. Their diligence will 
have its ufe; it will prevent a bad 
matter from becoming worle; and 
if this ** foolifhnels of preaching” 
into which I have been betrayed on 
this occafion, has but the effe& of 
making even one young man of 
fortune examine into the truth of 
the Chriftian Religion, who wouid 
not otherwife have done it, I fhall 
not repent the having been “‘inftant 
out of feafon.” 


Difcite, O. miferi, et caufas cognofcite 
rerum. 





_providential 
which they live; without having 


ality, any better hopes of futurity 
than the Heathens had. 


ed the E/prits Forts of France, and 
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Thefe. were quettions which even 

the heathen n noralifts thuught it a 
fhame fora man never to have con- 
fidered: How much more cenfura- 
ble are thofe among. ourfelyes who 
watte their days in folly or vice, 
withcut ever reflecting upon the 
difpenfation under 


any fublimer-piety, any purer mor- 


* * * The freedom of enquiry 
which has fubfifted in this country, 
during theprefent century, has ev- 
entually been of great fervice to 
the caufe of Chriftianity. It mutt 
be acknowledged that the works of 
our deiltical writers, have made 
fome few converts to infidelity at 
home; and that they have furnith- 


the Frey Geifters of Germany with 
every material objection to our rel- 
igion, which they have of late years 
difplayed with much affectation of 
originality; but at the fame time 
we mutt needs allow, that thefe 
works have itimulated fome diftin- 
cuifhed characters among the laity 
and m any among the clergy, toex- 
ert their talents in removing fuch 
difficulties in the Chriftian fyftem, 
as would otherwife be likely to per- 
plex the unlearned, to fhipwreck 
the faith of the unftable, and to in- 
duce a reluétant fcepticifm into the 
minds of the moft ferious and beft 
intentioned. Some difficulties ftill 
remain; and it would be a miracle 
{till greater than any we are inftrue- 
ted to believe, if there remained 
none; if a being with but five fean- 
ty inlets of knowledge, feparated 
yefterday from his mother Earth, 
and to d ay finking again into her 
bofom, could fathom the depths of 





the wifdem and knowledge of ‘Him ! 
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| whicli is, which was, and which j is 
to come théLord God Al. 
mighty, to whor'be glory pay do- 
muinion forever and_ever.” 
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An ESSAY ow CRIMES anv PUN. 
ISHMENTS. 


By the Marquis Beccaria, of Milan, 
CHAP. XLIL 
Of the sg of preventing Criaés. 


T is better @ prevent crimes, than to 

punith them. This is the fundamental 
principle of good legiflation, which is the 
art of condufting nica to the maximum of 
happinefs, and to the minimum of mifery, 
if we may apply this mathematical exprefii- 
on to. the good and evilof life. But the 
means hitherto employed for that purpole, 
are generally inadequate, or contrary to the 
end propofed. It is impoffible to reduce the 
tumultuous aétivity of mankind to an abio- 
lute regularity ; for, amidit the various and 
oppolite attraction of pleaiure and pain, hu- 
man laws are not fufficient en:irely to pre- 
vent diforders in fociety. Such, however 
is the chimera of weak men, invefted with 
authority. ‘To prohibit a number of indif- 
ferent actions, is not to prevent the crimes 
which they may produce, but to create new 
ores; it isto change at will the ideas of 
virtue and vice, which, at other times, we 
are told, are eternal and immutable. To 
what a fituation fhould we be reduced, if 
every thing. were to be torovidden that might 
p flibly leadto acrime? We muft be de- 
prived of the ufe of our fenfes. For one 
motive that induces a man to commit a real 
crime, there are a thoufand which excite 
him to thofe indifferent a€tions, which are 
called crimes by bad laws. If then, the 
probability that a crime will be committed 
be in proportion to the number of motives, 
to extend the {phere of crimes will be to in- 
creafe that probabiiity. The generality of 
Jaws afe Only exclufive privileges; the tri- 
bute of all to the advantage of a few. 

Would you prevent crimes? let the laws 
be clear and fimple; let the entire force of 
the nation be united in their defence; let 
them be intended rather to favour every in- 
diivdual, than any particular clafies of men ; 
let the laws be feared, and the laws only. 
The fear of the laws is fautary, but the 
fear of men is afruitful and fatal fource of 
crimes. Men enflaved, are more voluptu- 
ous, more debauched, and more cruci than 
thofe who are in a flate of freedom. ‘They 
fiudy the fciences, the interch of nations, 
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have great objets before their, eyes, and 
imitate them butthole, whole views are 
coufaed to the prelent moment, endeavour, 
ami iit the diftraction of riot and debauchery, 
to forget their prefent fituation ; accuftomed 
to the uncerta imty of all events, for 
the laws determine none, the 
conequences of their cr mes become prob- 
jematical, wilich gives additional force to 
the freagih of the afions, 

In a nation indolent from the nature of 
the. climate, the uncertainty of the laws 
confirms and increafes men’s indolence and 
fupidity. In a voluptuous, but active nati- 
on, this uncertainty occafions a multiplicity 
ofcabals and intrigues, which {pread diftrut 
and diffidence through the hearts of al, and 





difimulation and treachery are the founda- 


tion of their prudence. In a brave and 
powerful nation, this uncertainty of the 
laws is at laft deftroyed, after many ofcilla- 
tions from liberty to avery, and from fla- 
very to liberty again. 


CHAP. XLIL 
Of Sciences. 


OULD you prevent crimes; Let 
liberty be attended  withknow- 
ledge. As; knowledge extends, the 
difadvantages wh ch attend it diminifh, and 
the advantages increafe. A daring impoft- 
or who is always a man of fome genius, 
is adored by the ignorant populace, and de- 
fpifed by men of underftanding. Knowledge 
facilitates the comparijon of objects, by 
fhewing them in different points of view. 
Wien the clouds efignorance are di pelled by 
the radiance of knowledge, authority trem- 
bles, but the force the laws remains im- 
movable. Men of enlightened underfland- 
ing muit necefiarily approve of thofe ufeful 
conventions, which are the foundation of 
puvlic fafety; they compare, with the 
higheit fatisfaction, theinconfiderable por- 
tion of laberty of which they are deprived, 
with the fum total facrificed by others for 
their fecarny ys obferving’ that they have 
only given up the pernicious liberty of in- 
joing their tellow.creatures ; they bleis the 
trone, and the laws epon which it is eftab- 
lithed. i 
it is faife that the fciences have alway 
deen prejudicial to mankihd. When they 
Were io, the evil was inevitable, The mul. 
tiplication of the human {pecies on the face 
oi the earth introduced war, the rediments 
Of arts, and the firit laws, which were tem+ 
porary compacts arifing trom neceflity, and 
perithing with it. ‘This was the firit phild 
py, and its few elements were juit, ds 
jedolence and want of fagacity, in the om 
yabitants of the world, preferved them 
4k Crear. 
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But neceffity increafing with the number 
of mankind, flronger, and more Iafing 
impreilions were neceflary..to prevent their 
frequent relapfes into a fate of barbarity, 
which became every day more fatal. ‘The 
firtt religious errors, which peopled the 
earth with falfe divinities, and created a 
world of invifible beings to govern the viii- 
ble creation, were of great iervice to man- 
kind. The greateit benetactors.to humanity 
were thofe who dared to deceive, and lead 
pliant ignorance to the foot of the altar. By 
prefenting tothe minds of the vulgar, things 
out of the reach of their fenfes, which fled 
as they puriued, always cluded thei. grafp ; 
which, as they never comprehended, they 
never defpifed, their different paffions were 
united, and at.ached to a fingle objet. This 
was the firft tranfition from a favage flute. 
Such was the neceflary, and perhaps the on- 
ly bond of all focieties at their firft forma- 
tion. I {peak not of the chofen people of 
God, to whom the moft extraordinary mira- 
cles, and the mot fignal favours fupplied 
the place of human policy, But as it is the 
nature of error tofub-divide itfelf ad iufinit- 
wm, fo the pretended knowledge which 
fprang from it, transformed mankind into 
a blind fanatic muititude, jarring and de- 
ftroying each other in the Jabyrinth in which 
they were incloied; hence it is not wonder- 
ful, that fome fénfible and  philofophical 
minds fhould regret the ancient ftate of bar- 
barity. ‘This was the firftepocha, in which 
knowledge, or rather opinions, were fa- 
tal. 

The fecond may be found in the difficult 
and terrible paflage from error to truth, from 
darknefs to light. The violent thock of a 
mais of errors, ufeful to the few and power- 
ful, and the traths fo important to the ma- 
ny and the weak, with the fermentation of 
paflions, excited on thet eccafion, were pro- 
ductive of infinite evils to unhappy mortals. 
In the ttndy of hiftory, whofe principai pe- 
riods, after certain intervals, much refembie 
each other, we frequently find, in the 
neceflary paflage from the obfcurity of ig- 
norance to the light cof -philofophy, and 
from tyranny to liberty, its natural confe- 
quence, one genesation facrificed to the 
happinefs of the next. Bat when this 
fame is extinguithed, ‘and the world deli- 
vered from its evils, truth, after a very 
flow progrefs, dicts down with monarchs on 
the throne, and is worfhiped in, the afiem- 
blies of “mations. Shall we then believe, 
that light diffued among the people is 
more Geitructive than darkoels, and that 
the knowledg= of the relations of things can 
ever be fatal to mankind ? 

lendrance m y indeed be lefs fatal than g 
fmail degree of knowledge, © beeaule this 
adds: to the evils.of ignorance, the, inevita- 
bie errors Of a couiued view of things On 
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this fide the bounds of truth; bot amaa 
ghtencd underitanding, appointe 
guardian of the laws, is the greateft blefin 
a fovereign can below on anation. Su 
aman is accuftomed to behold truth, and 
not to fear it ; unacquainted with the great- 
et part of thofe imaginary and infatiable 
neceflities, which fo ao put virtue to the 

roof, and pthemed to.contemplate man- 

ind from the moft elevated point of view, 
he confiders the nation as’ his family, and 
fellow-citizens as hig brothers ; the diftance 
between the great and the vulgar appears 
to him the lefs, as the number of mankind 
he has in view is greater. 

The philofopher has neceflities and inte- 
refts unknown to the vulgar, and the chief of 
thefe is not to believe in public the principles 
he taught in obfcurity, and the habit of 
loving virtue for its own fake. A few fuch 
philofophers would conititute the happinefs 
of a nation; which, however would be but 
of fhort duration, unlefs, by good laws, the 
number were fo increafed, as to leflen the 
probability of an improper choice. 





W f- 
Meffrs Printers. 
A tranfient Perfon apprehended here on 
Sunday lait, upon fufpicion of theft, was 
furprifed endeavouring to fecrete thefe papers 
As many particularsot hisconduét had betore 
giver caufe of jealoufy, he was examin’d 
and more papers found about him folded like 
letters, but entirely blank and tho’ various 
means were ufed nothing could render any 
characters legible , the inclofed, na 
perfon ere is able to decypher—tho’ it is 
highly probable fome of your readers may 
have kill, or ingenuity enough to do it—— 
To me it appears not at all improbable it 
may contain information of importance to 
the public and from circum/t a es, Lho 
it may throw jome light on the dark bufineis 
of money making thefe circumftances 





k June 1ft 1786. 











co“ der’d, if yoy thall think proper to infert 


this—you will dolige many of your readers. 
lam yours &c. 
FP. R. 
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The New-Haven Gazette, and ‘the 


Hiftorical Chronicle, 
EASTERN CONTINENT. 


CONSTANTINOPLE, Feb. 12. 
--£VIWARDS the month of May 

1786, a fhepherd, attending 
his dock in a plain near the frontiers 
of Armenia, was ftruck by the fud- 
den appearance of a beauuful young 
mah, who bade him follow him, 
and conducted him into an adjoin- 
ing thicker, to a venerable old per- 
fonage, who addreifed the fhepherd 
in thefe words: 

* T am Mahomet. As my peo- 
ple have relaxed from their wonted 
fervour, and daily difgrace them- 
felves by the perpetration of the vi- 
leit crimes, I firit refolved to cait 
them into the hands of the infidels ; 
yet, full of compaifionate concern 
for the true believers, I have called 





and chofen thee tg be the reftorer of 
my empire. Go thou forth, and 
declare unto my people the errand | 
I fend thee upon. All the faithful 
Muffelmea will join thee If any 
man refift, give him death for his 
portion.—The young man now 
with thee, and another who is to 
fhare with hint inthe fame employ- 
ment, fhall, though invifible to 
mortaleyes, follow thee wherever 
thou goeft. Thou fhalt be called 
the Victorious Shepherd.” 

He faid and vanifhed. In the ve- 
ry next place he comes to the peo- 
ple, acquaints. them with his divine 
milion, they melt at his moving 
harangues. An Aga arrives to dil- 
perfe the meb, hearkens to hima 
while, and calls him an impottor. 
Follow me, faid the infpired thep- 
herd, bend to me, or thou dieft. 
The Aga fmiles contempt,—and 
drops dead on the fpot. Another 
Aga is appointed. The new magif- 
trate offers to lay violent hands on 
the preacher. The Aga is ftruck 





with fudden death. Superftition 
triumphs. The people flock about 


— 


which the fhepherd attacks a ‘little 
country town ia Georgia, guarded 
by a tower which edatained: Four. 
Hundred Rufians, The new pro- 
phet offers their lives to all who 
will turn Mahometans. Half of 
*the garrifon had the weaknef§ to 
accept ; the remaining two hundred 
were put to the fword. 
The Victorious thepherd prefents 
himfelf before the three bafhaws of 
Georgia, informs them of his miffi- 
on, and bids them acquaint Sultan 
Abdoul Hamad with his intention. 
The latter’s anfwer was that he muft 
confule withthe Grand Signior, left 
he fhould expofe himfelf and fami- 
ty to certain death. 

It is the deputation from the af- 
orefaid Sultan which has. fpread 
fuch coafternation in that city, as 
the imperial divan did not think 
proper totake the Victorious thep- 
herd under their protection, It is 
faid in public, that to this refufal 
alone are to be attributed the mis- 
fortunes of the imperial houfe. All 
the grand figniors, fay thev, mul 
perifh, and the angel of deathis 
clofe at their heels. The fad is, 
whatever the tale may be, that the 
Victorious thepherd is at the head 
of forty thoufand Arabs, that he 
has routed a confiderable body of 
Ruflians, and that he indifcrimin- 
ately puts to the fword. all thof 
who refufe to embrace the Mahom- 
¢tan religion. 





LONDON, April 7. 





It were worth while for a few 
antiquarians to vifit Germany ; t 
fuppreffion of the religious haut 
of various kinds has not only exp 
fed to fale and infpection mas 
paintings of the greateft value, b 
alfo libraries and MSS. of great a 
tiquity, and which a conoiffe 
might probably procure at afm 
expence. 

There are now living at Deb 
ham in Suffolk, four fitters, wh 





hum. They form alittle army, with 


ez 


ages amount to 386 years. 
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Of 16 perfons capitally convict- 
ed at Gloucefter affizes, 10 are left 
for execution. It was recommen- 
ded to fome of the condemned to 
employ the few days they had to 


live, in repentance and prayer,— 


«“ Prayer!” fays one of them, “I 


cannot pray, I never prayed, I ne- | 


ver learned to pray.” One of them 
when fentence was paffed, fell on 
his knees, and cried out,—‘* My 
Jord, fpare my life, I am no more 
fit to die than you be.” and when 
the keeper took him from the bar, 
he exclaimed, ‘ If 1 am hanged, I 
fhall go to hell, cloaths and all.” 
April 19. | 

Yefterday lor® Cornwallis fet off 
to Portfinouth, to embark for the 
Eait-Indies. 

Earl Cornwallis has conduéted 
himfelf fince his appointment with 
fingular referve ; it is his determi- 
ned purpofe not to make any arr- 
angements nor to give any appoint- 
ments, until he is feated in his go- 
vernment. 

The political death of the king 
of Pruffia, who has loft all his fa- 
culties, has again opened a wide 
field for ambition to range in.— 
What the event will be time muft 
difcover ; the annthilation of the 
United Provinces feems, however, 
to be a natural confequence. 





American Intelligence. 


CHARLESTON, May 6. 

A very fingular fort of double 
mariage took place fome time ago 
in Camden :—A gentleman, not 
indeed airived at his grand climact- 
eric, but old enough to have a fon 
grown up to man’s eftate, fell in 


love with a beautiful young girl, 


to whom he told a very foft and 
tender tale, which moved her to 
become his bride. His fon refent- 
ed at firft an aétion fo incon- 
gruous, and made the nuptial tye 


eyP SQM 
3 Kn \ 





a jeft among his acquaintance: 
However, prompted by a fneering 
kind of curiofity, he paid his mo- 
ther-in-!aw a vilit, where, ftrange 
to tell! he was captivated by his 
mother’s mother, he became foon 
a thriving thrifty wooer, for old 
women feldom ftand fhilly fhally 
when there is fo little time to lofe, 
and led her to the altar. Both the 
ladies have fince prefented their 
hufbands with fons. 





BALTIMORE, June 13. 

We hear the SYNOD of New- 
York and Philadelphia divided 
feveral Prefbyteries at their annual 
meeting in May laft, and erected 
a new one by the name of the Pre/- 
bytery of Baltimore, including the 
Rev. James Hunt, John Slemmons, 
Stephen Balch, Ifaac Keith, George 
Luckey, and Patrick Allifon, 
which is appointed to meet in Baltt- 
more on the fifth Tuefday of Oc- 
tober next. 

At the fame time it was agreed 
to publith, for confideration, the 
following pian for conftituting a 
General Affembly, and arranging 
four Synods under it. 

** Each Prefbytery, confifting 
of not more than fix minifters, 
fhall fend one minifter and one el- 
der to the affembly : each Prefby- 
tery, confifting of more thar fix, 
and not more than twelve minif- 
ters, fhall fend two minifters and 
two elders; and foon, in the fame 
proportion for eve:y fix minifters. 
Thefe commiffioners or any four- 
teen of them, fhall be competent 
to enter on bufinefs, provided fe- 
ven of them are minifters; and the 
Juvicatory, thus conftituted, fhall 
bear the ftile and title of The Ge- 
neral affembly. of the Prejbyterian 


Church in North-America. 


*- One Synod fhall confift of the 
Prefbyteries of Dutchefs county, 


| Suffolk, New-York and New- 


ye! \ 
as 
\ 





Brunfwick, to be known by the 
name of The Synod of New-York 
and New-‘ferfey. Another fhall 
confift of the Prefbytcries of Phila- 
delpaia, Lewes Town, New-Cat- 
tle, Baltimore, and Carlifle, to be 
known by the name of The Synod 
of Phitadelpbia. Another fhall 
confit of the Prefbyteries of Red+ 
ftone, Hanover, Lexington and 
Tranfylvania, to be known by the 
name of The Synod of Virginia.— 
Another fhall confit of the Prefby- 
teries of Abington, Orange and 
South-Carolina, to be known by 
the name of The Synod of the Caro- 
linas. 

The feveral Prefbyteries are re- 
quefted to confider the above plan, 
in order to its being adopted at the 
next meeting of the Synod, 











PHILADELPHIA, June 17. 
A letter from Minifink, dated 
May 24th fays, ** A gentleman 
was here yefterday who left Niaga- 
ra the 13th inftant, and fays, that 
he heard Major Campbell, the 
commandant there, fay, afew days 
before he left it, that he had juft re- 
ceived orders from Canada not to 

leave but to ftrengthen that poit.” 





BOS TON, June 19. 
ExtraG a letter from a gentleman at 

Barcelona to bis friend in this 

town, dated Merch 10, 1786. 


« Fhe great obftacle that hi- 
therto exifted to the trade of your 
{tates in the Mediteranean, icems 
now to be removing: There are 
at prefent two American gentlemen 
here, capt.Lamband «apt. Randall, 
late of the army, who. are going 
over to Algiers, to treat with :he 
Dey on the fubject of a peace, 
They have have bousht a thip 
that is to be command by the firft 
of thofe gentlemen, and they are 
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“which are covered with four-inch 


ee 


faid to have a confcerable fum of 


noney with them.” 


C ATURDAY hit, wasobferved asa 
uw day of crearieftiviry, ocealoned by the 


proprietors opening the new bridge acrofs . 


Charies-river. ‘Lhe following deftription 
of this commodions and haadiome fructere 
was takea from anattual furvey.— 


Thé abutment at Chathtewa, from. eer. 
theold landing, is - - 100 
Space.to the firit pier, - - 105 
36 Piers at anequal diftance, to draw, 622} 
Width of the draw, - - - 30 


39 piers at egual diftance, - 672 


— 


75 the whole number of piers. 


Spaces to the abutment at Bofton, 165 


Abutment at Boltontothe old landing, 45} 





Whole length, - - : 1503 





Each pier is compofed of feven fticks of 
oak timber, united by a cap-piece, itrong 
braces and girts, and afterwards driven in- 
tothe bed of theriver, and firmly fecured 
by a fingle pileon each fide, driven obiique- 
ly to alfolidbottom. The piers are connec- 
ted toeach other by large ftring-pieces, 
plank. 
The bridge is 43 feet in- width and on 
each fide is accommodated with a fpaflage 
fix feet wide, railed in for the fafety of peo- 
ple on foot.—-The bridge has a gradual rife 
from each ead, f as to be two feet higher 
in the middle than at the extremities, For- 
ty elegant lamps are erected, at a fuitable 
diftance from each other, to illuminate it, 
when neceflary. There are four ftrong 
ftone wharves, connected with three piers 
each, funk in various parts of the riverg as 
will appear by the following minutes, which 
give the exa& diftance(on the eaift fide) 
trom the floor of the bridge to the bedof the 
river, begining on Charleitown fide—viz. 











Feet. In. Feet. In. 
sitpier 14 2 21 29 
2 15 10 22 —— 29 10 
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Wharf. 


The draw is conftructed on the moft ap- 
proved plan ;_ the machinery is very fimple ; 
and it is defigned to require the ftrength of 
two men only in raifing it. .The floor on 
the bridge at the higheit tides, is four 
feet above thewater, which generally rifes 
about twelve or fourteen feet. 

This bridgehas been completed in thir- 
teen mouths: and while it exhibits the 
greateft effect of private enterprife within 
the United States, is a moft pleafing proof, 
how certainly objets of magnitude may be 
atiained by ipisited exertions. 

The joyous day on which it was opened 
was announced at funrife by a difcharge of 
thirteen cannon, on each of. the oppofite 
heighths of Bunker-Hill in Charleftown and 
Copps-hill in Bofton, accompanied by re- 
peated peals from Chrift-Church. This 
falute formeda contraft fo ftriking, com- 
pared with the hoftile and bloody one of the 
fame day of the month and week of 1775, 
as toexcite, in every breaft, ideas of the 
happieit kind, At one o’clock, the propric- 
tors afflembled at the Srate-houfe, in Bof- 
ton for the purpofe of waitingon the different 
branches of the legiflature over the bridge. 
The proceffion was furmed in the following 
order and, on a fignal, a falute was fir- 
ed from the Cafile. 

The Charleltown company of artillery, 

under major CALDER. 

One hundred and twenty artificers, 
who had been employed on the bridge, 
carrying their different tools. 

The Dir:€tors and proprietors of the bridge, 
The vice-prefident and treaiurer, 

A band of mafic, 
accompanied with drums and fifes. 

The prefident of the p-oprietary. 
Sheriits cf the pot of Suifolk & Middle- 
ex; 
and the flank guarded by theander hheriffs 
of two counties, and couftables, 

His excellency governour BOWDOIN, 

and his houcur lieut. governour CUSHING. 
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The council of the commenwealth.. . 
The prefident and fenate, +. | 4 
The fpeaker and members ofthe houfe, of 
feprefentatives. ~ ae 
Treafurer and fecretary of the fate. / 
Coniuls of France and Holland. . 

Judges of the iupreme judicial court, 

and attorney-general. 
‘Naval and excife officets: 
Prefident and corporation of the univerfity. 
Clergy, ek TIF 
Profeffors and tutors. of the wuiverfity. 
Chairman and iele&tmen of Bofton. 
Sele&men of Charleftown. 
Overieers of each town. 
Commander of caftle William, and ° 
officers of the late continental army. 
Prefident and direétors of the Maffachufetts 
“bank. ; 
A great number of private gentlemen, 
foreigners and citizens. 
A body ef,civil officers cloied the proceffion, 

Upon the head of the proceflion arriving 
at the entrance of the bridge, the company 
of artillery and artificers formed the two lines 
on the right and left of the proprietors, and 
moved on with the proceffion to the centre ‘of 
the bridge when the prefident of the propsietze 
ry advanced-alone and gave orders to mr. Cox 
the mafter work-man, to fix the drawer for 
the paffage of the company, which was im- 
mediately done. At thismoment thirteen 
cannon were difcharged from Copp’s-hill and 
the procefion continued on, attended by the 
loudeft fhouts ofan immenfe multitude. [¢ 
is fuppofed, that at that time, including the 
great numberson the furrounding heights, 
on each fide the river, the vaft crowd on the 
bridge and the different avenues leading to 
it, the windows and tops of the houfes adja. 
cent, that there were at leaft twenty thou- 
fand {pectators, many of whom came fifty 
miles on this accafion. 

Asthe company afcended Bunker’s-hill, 
thirteen cannon were difcharged, while the 
gentlemen took their feats at two tables of 
320 feet, unitedat each end by a femicir- 
calar one: which accommodated 800 gen- 
tlemen, and which were regularly and com- 
pletely ferved. 

The following toafts ware drank under a 
diicharge of cannon. 

1. The United States 

2. The governor and commonwealth. 

3. Theallies of America. 

4» May this anniverfary be forever mark- 
edwith joy, as its bitth wos with elory. 

5. May the junction of the two towns, 
this day compieted, brighten and perpetue 
ate the friendthip of their inhabitants. 

6. May the arts and {ciences continue to 
illuminate, and forever diltinguifh, the A- 
merican republicks, 

7. Perpetuity tothe BRI DGE— 
As it was the product OF ente: prile, dllay it 
never want the jupport o1 commicice, 
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8, The immortal memory’ of gencral 


Warren, and his compatriots, who here 


tought, bled and died for freedom. 

g. ‘Phemechanje arts———-- May labour 
never want encouragement, nor induftry, re- 
ward. 3 

10, May Bofton and Charleftown be fu- 
ture rivals only in amity. | 

11, Succefs toenterprifewhich fhall u- 
nite public advantages with private emolu- 
ment. 

1z. May the publick faith of America 
be as diftinguifhed in peace, as her patriotick 
energies were glorious in war. 

13. ALL MANKIND May peace, 
harmony and happinefs pervade and unite 
all the branches of the mighty family. 

Afte? the 4th toafl was given, the follow- 
ing ODE was fang by Mr, Rea, and feve- 
ral other gentlemen, accompanied with the 
band. 

(Written by T. Dacwes, jun. E/g.} 





NOW let rich mofic found, 
And all the region round 
. Withrapture fill. 
Let the fuil tramp of fame 
To heaven itfelf proclaim 
The everlafting name .- 
Of Bunker's hill. 


Beneath his ky-wrapt brow 

What heroes fleep below ; 
How dear to Jove ! 

Not more belov’d were thofe 

Who foil’d celeftial foes 

When the old Giants rofe 
To arms above. 


Now fcarce eleven fhort years 
Have roil’d their rapid {pheres, 
Through heaven’s high read, 
Since o’er yon {welling tide 
Paff’d all the Britith pride, 
Aad water’d Bunker’s fide 
With foreign blood. 


Then Charleftown’s gilded fpires 
Felt unrelenting fires, 
And funk in night. 
Rot, Phoeaix-like they’ll rife 
And ‘trike the aitonifh’d eyes 
With glories bright. 


Meandering to the deep, 
Majeitic Charles fhall weep 
Of war no more. 
Fam’d as the Appian way 
The world’s firt bridge, to day, 
All nations thall convey 
Prom fhore to fhore. 


©n our bleft mountain’s head, 

The feflive board we'll fpread 
With viands high. 

Let joy’s broad bow! go round, 








: 





With public fpirit crown’d ; 
We'll confecrate the ground 
To Liberty. 


It was a reflection, as ftriking to the mind 
as it was exquifite tothe feelings of the whole 
company, that, on the fame day, and at 
the fame hour, when this hill was drenched 
with blood, and the town at its foot envelo- 
pedin flames, the whole government 
of the ftate was featedon the fpot, eleven 
years after, at a genial board, in peace and 
happinels, with a profpeét onal! fides which 
groups al! the beauties of profpedive natare, 
contemplating a large and fiorifhing town 
rifing out of ruins, and now united tothe 
capital by abold and fuccefsful effort of in- 
genuity and enterprile. 





From the Connecticut Courant. 
N imperfe&t fketch of the following 
Elegy having been frequently printed 
in America, we prefume a corre& copy will 
be agreeable to our readers. A new poem 
by the fame author is nowin the prefs, and 
will be publifhed in a few days, re-printed 
from the London edition. Its fubjeét is the 
happinefs of the American ftates, compared 
with other nations, in refpeé. to natural, 
moral and political advantages, with the 
means of improving and perpetuating their 
felicity. The applaufe which this poem, as 
well as ‘* The addrefs to the armies of the 
United States” by the fame writer has re- 
ceived in Europe, renders it unneceflary 

to anticipate the judgement of the reader. 


An ELEGY on the burning of Farr- 


FIELD, in Conneéticut. 


Written on the fpot by Col. Humrparers. 
1779+ 


E fmoking ruins, marks of hoftile ire, 
Ye afhes warm, which drink the tears that 
flow, 
Ye defolated plainmsmy voice infpire, 
And give foit mufic to the fong of woe! 


How pleafant Fairfield! on th’ enraptur’d fight 
Xefe. thy tall fpires, and op’d thy focial halls ! 
How cft my bofom beat with pure delight, 
At yonder fpot, where ftand the darken’d wails! 


But there the voice of mirth refounds no more : 
A filent fadnefs through the ftrects prevails.— 
The d:flart main alone is heard to roar, 
And hollow ¢himmies hum withf ullen gales: 


Save where feorch’d'elms th’ untimely foliage fhed, 
Which rudi.ng hovers round the faded green : 

Save where at twilight mourners frequent tread, 
*Mid recent graveso er defolation’s fecne. 


How charg d the bliGful profpe&, when compa."d 
‘thefe glooms funereal with thy former bloom: 
Thy hofpitable rights when I ryon thar, 
Long ere he fcal'd thy melancholy doom, 
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That impious wretch, with coward voice decres 
Defencelefs domes and hallow’d fanes to duft, 

Beheid with ineering fmile the wounded bleed, 
And fpurr’d his bands to rapine, blood and luft, 


Vain was te widow's, vain the orphan’s cry. 
To touch his feeling or to footh his rage— 
Vain the fair drop that roll'd from beauty’s e¢ycy- 

Vain the dumb gricf of fupplicating age. 


Could Tryon flope to quench the patriot afime, 
Or make his deeds furvive in glory’s page? 
Could Britons feck of favages the fame, 
Or deem it conqueft thus the war to wage? 


Yes, Britons fcorn thé councils of the fkies, 
Extend widehavoc, fpurn the infulted foes! 

Th’ infulted foes to tenfold vengeance rife, 
Refiftance growing as the danger grows. 


Red in their wounds and pointing to the plain, 
The vifionary fhapes before me ftland.— 

The thunder barfts, the battle burms again, 
And kindling fires encria:fon ali the ttrand,— 


Long dufky wreaths of fmoke, reluftant driven, 
in blackening volumes o'er the landfcape bend— 
Here the broad fplendor blazes high to heaven, 
There umber'd Qreams in purptc poinp aicend, 


In fiery eddies round t*e tott’ring walls, 
Emitting fparks, the lighter fragments fly; 

With frightful crafi the burning manfion falls, 
The works of years in glowing embers lye. 


Tryom! behold thy fanguine flameserpire, 
Clouds ting’d with dyes intclerably bright ! 

Behold well pleaf'd the village wrap'd in fire; 
Let one wide ruin glut thy rav.fi'd fight! 


Ere fades the grateful fcene, indulge thine eye 
See age and fici:nefs tremuloufly flow. 

Creep from the flames-—fee bates in torture dyt-< 
And mothers fwoon in agonies of woo 


Go, gaze; eraptured with the virgins’ tear, 
The intant’s terror and the captive’s pain= 
Where no boid bands can mest thy curft career, 

Mix fire with blood on each unguarded plain. 


Thefe bethy triumphs! this thy boafted fame! 
Daughters of mem'ry, raift the dcathicfs fungs! 

Repeat through endlefs years his hated name, 
Lmbalm his crimes and teach the werll 


cus 
wrongs! 





New-Haven, fune 2¢. 
At a General Affembly of the State of Con- 
nedticat, holden at Hartford oa the fecend 
Thurfday of May, +786. 
HERE AS the General Af 
embly holden at Hartford, ou the jee 
cond Thurfday of May, 1785, rejole 
wed that me account for fupplies furnifoec, or 
Services rendered, of any kind, jor. the use of 
this ftate or the United Statesy.during the 
war feall be allowed by this fate un le 5 exbie 
bited and | dged with the cimmitice of Pays 
Tatle, before f be ft f day of Januar} a 
1786. And whereas the time l mited by aid 
refolve is in many inflances fowwd incontende 
ent; 
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ESOLVED by this Affembly, that 
the time limited by {aid reielve for 
rendering and receiving any accounts of fap- 
plies furnifhed, or fervices rendered for the 
ufe of this ftate, or the United States, be 
extended to the rifing of the General Af- 
eimbly in October next ; and that the Secre- 
tary caufe tnis Refolve to be pubdlifhed in the 
jeveral News Papers in this ste three weeks 
faccefively before the r5th day of July next. 
A trae copy of Record, examined by 


: GEORGE WYLLYS, Sec’ry. 


Col. Humphreys having been charged 
to procure in Europe the honorary preients 
which had been voted by Congrefs to diff- 
erent Othcers, during the late war; on his 
return to America addreffed the following 
letter to the Secretary at War. 

New-York, May 22d, 1786. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to forward herewith 
the ten SWORDS which I have procured 
to be executed in France by the orders of 
Congrefs ; You will find the names of the 
Officers to whom thefe honorary prefents 
were voted, engraved on the different words. 
Receipts for the monies paid to the fword- 
cutlers are likewife enclofed. 

The MEDALS not having been com- 
pleated at the time of my departure from 
France, I have left the bufineis with Mr. 
lefferfon, and prayed him to have them 
tran{mitted to you agreeably to the inftruc- 
tions I had received. Some farther inform- 
ation refpefting the namber of the Britith 
killed, taken prifoners, &c. will be necei- 
dary, before the medal for General Mor- 
gan can be finithed: it would be very in- 
terefting for the engraver to have a good 
prohie of General Greene, a$ he has not 
been able to form a firong refembiance, 
from the miniature picture I put into his 
hands. The iikenefles of General Wathing- 
ton and General Gates I flatter my*lf will 
be perfect. 

I cannotomit to mention here the alacri- 
ty of The Royal Academy of Injcriptions 
and Belles Lettres of Paris, in farnifhing 
me with devices and infcriptions proper to 
perpetuate the remembrance of the great 
events, on occafion of which thofe feveral 
medals were ordered to be firuck. Their 
zeal in this inftance, is an additional proof 
of the good difpofitions which prevail am- 
ong the Literati of that kingdom for our 
rifing Empire. 

With the moft perfect efteem and refpec& 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, your moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 


D. HUMPHREYS. 


The Hon, Major General Knox, Secreta- 
ry at War. 





The New-Haven Gazette, - 


The Anfwer of the Secretary at War. 


War Office, May 25, 1786. 
Sir, ° ~ 

I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt cf your favour of the 22d inflam, 
accompanying ten elegantly moua' ed fwords 
which you piocured to be executed in 
France by the orders of Congrets. The 
names of the officers for whom thefe pre- 
fents are defigned, are engraved thereon, 
agreeably to the dates of the ref{pective 
refolutions of Congrefs on the iubject. — 

I return you the receipts for the monies 
paid to the {word cutler, and requeft you 
to lodge them with the Comptroller Gene- 
ral. 

1 fhall tranfmit to you a copy of your 
letter to Congreis, and the iwords, that 
they may know the honorable manner in 
which you have executed their intentions, 
and alfo that they may be acquainted with 
the zeal and good diipofitions, which actu- 
ated that learned body, the Academy of 
Infcriptions and Belles Lettres of Paris, 
in furnifhing you with devices and inicrrp- 
tions for the medals ordered by Con- 
grefs, and which are yet to be executed. 

I have the honor to be, 
With perfect refpedt, 
oir, 
Your very humble feryant, 
H. KNOX. 


Col. Davin Humpurerys. 


War-Office of the United States. 
New-York, May 25, 1786. 

Sir, 

The United States in Congrefs affem- 
bled having been pleated by their att of the 
7th of November, 1781, to dire@& that an 
elegant {word be prefented to you in their 
name, asa teftimony of your fidelity and 
ability, I have the honor fir to deliver to 
you this illuftrious memorial of the approba- 
tion of your country. 

The unequivocal declaration of your 
merit by the Supreme Authority of the United 
States, and the honorable pledge thereof 
muft be highly gratifying to a mind con- 
icious of unlimited zeal and patriotiim. 

This occafion Sir affords me the pleafure 
of afluring you thatI am 

With great refpe& and fincerity 

Sir 
Your moft obedient 
And moft humble fervant, 
H KNOX, 


Col Davin Humpureys. 





The leétures which Mr. Webfter is now 
reading in this city, command the attenti- 
on and excite the ipeculations of our politici- 
ans as well as of the literati. Men of ex- 





tenfive views forefee the important confe- 
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quences that- will refult to this epuntry 


trom the execution of his plan and are eve- 
ry where difpofed to fupport it. We are au- 
thorifed to fay that a plan is on fout for re- 
forming cur alphabet, by annexing to each 
letter one invariable found, and thus render- 
ing our WRITTEN language perfectly cor- 
re{pondent to the langnage SPOKEN. This 
plan, when digefted by sre firft literary cha- 
raéters in America, will probably be laid 
before Congrefs, and ‘the feveral literary 
focieties in the different flates. It is found 
that a fcheme for this purpofe may be ex- 
tremely fimple, and the introduction of it 
will -onfequently be practicable. Indeed 
no pgrfon can bein the leait inclined to de- 
feat a reformation, which will render an 
accurate knowledge of our language acquir- 
able in half the tame and with half the trou- 
ble which are now required to teach child- 
ren to fpell. 

Doégtor Moyes lately failed from Charlef- 
ton South-Carolina, for London. 

A few days ago a fire broke out in Charle 
fton, which confumed a number of capital 
buildings, and defiroyed property to a con- 
fiderable value. 

ANTICIPATION. 

NEW-HAVEN, Dec. 31, 1786. 

Laft evening a fire broke out in State- 
fireet in this city, during a violent gale of 
wind, varying from the N. E. to N. W, 
and laid in afhes every houfe, ftore and 
other building from the place where ir firit 
took its rife to the end of the long wharf, 
together with feveral veffels which could not 
haul of from the wharf, it being low water. 
The damage is eftimated at 150,0001. One 
fire-engine would have prevented this dsead- 
ful misfortune. 





Wednefday laft departed this life, after a lengthy 
indifpofition, JOHN WHITING, Lig. of this 
city who was many years a Deacon of the firft- 
Church in this place, Juftice of the Peace, Judge of ¢ 
Probates, and repeatedly one of the Reprefentatives 
of this Townin the General Affembly. He wasa 
gentleman of a good Judgment and great integrity, 
faithful in the difcharge of his vacicus trufts, and 
therefore highly eftcemed, and much confided sn by 
his fellow citizens and feliow-Chrifbans. As he 
early profefied, anc appeared to live the religion of 
Chrift, fo he enjoyed that fupport and ferenity of 
mind, in his laft lengthy ficknefs, and at the ap- 
proach of death, which the gofpel of the bietied fe- 
fus is adapted to afford to the fincere vo aries ot it. 
He was much refpected while he lived, and difcove- 
red great refignation and entire fercnity of mind, at 
the approach of death. Mark the perfect? many 
and beboid the upright, for the end of that man it 
peace.” 

Died at Southington on the 21ft inftant, 
aged 61 years, the Rev. Benjamin 
Cuapman. He was 18 years paftor of 
the church in that place: and 12 years fince, 
at his own requeft, was difmiffed from that 


relation, on account of his infirm ftate of 
health. 











